PHOENECIA / SOUL ODDITY
Labels - Schematic, Warp, Astralwerks, Asphodel

Appropriating their name from the first culture of the old world to explore the new,
Phoenecia, aka Joshua Kay and Romulo Del Castillo, was inaugurated in Miami in 1997.
The pair previously recorded under the Soul Oddity moniker, releasing an album and a
series of 12-inch singles for the US major label Astralwerks. In late 1996 they founded
Schematic Music Company, the infamous record label which would go on to carve a distinct
niche in the landscape of modern music by debuting Scott Herren (Prefuse73, Savath &
Savalas), Otto Von Schirach, Richard Devine, Dino Felipe, Push Button Objects, Secret
Frequency Crew, Nick Forte, and Hearts Of Darknesses, and releasing collaborations with
Matmos, Autechre, Jamie Lidell, Matthew Herbert, Jandek and Glen Velez, amongst many
notable others. In 2001 they released a full-length album entitled Brownout, which in the
words of the late Tim Haslett was "Phoenecia's magnum opus, the place where the ideas
found in the preceding records are allowed to come to full fruition". It was also remarked
that the album was "cinematic, but primarily in the respect that the tracks are heavily
influenced by the sound design of film, as opposed to the score". This marked a decisive
break from their past and set the trajectory for the sound they would continue to develop
over the next 7 years, which consisted mainly of exhibitions, film soundtracks, remixes,
compilation tracks, and the work comprised in their latest albums Echelon Mall and Lewd
Archives.
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